a membrahe capable of being penetrated with a material transfer device 
and which self-reseals to prevent leakage from said receptacle; and 

a material transfer device guide for directing said material transfer device into said 
plug and through said self-sealing membrane, wherein said material transfer device guide has an 
outer diameter and wherein said plug further comprisesSone or more means for altering said outer 
diameter of said material transfer device guide to enable saickguide to adaptably flex in order to 
accommodate material transfer devices having varying outer diameters. 

Remarks 

The applicant respectfully traverses the Examining Attorney's objection to the drawings. 
The membrane of the plug is shown in Figures 4E and 4F; thus, the applicant has complied with 
the requirements. If, upon review, the Examining Attorney still requires the membrane to be 
shown on Figure 2B, the applicant will make an appropriate amendment. 

The applicant has amended the title of the invention to be descriptive. 

The applicant has written the limitations of claims 2 and 7 into claim 1. Applicant has 
also resolved the §1 12 issues with claims 1 and 25. Since claim 7 was found to be allowable, 
claim 1, and thus all remaining claims depending from claim 1, are allowable. Allowable claim 
13, claim 12 and original claim 1 have been combined into new claim 31. Thus, claim 31 and all 
claims depending therefrom are allowable. Claims 20 — 24 and 30 are cancelled, and 25 — 29 are 
allowed. 
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If for any reason this Response is found to be incomplete, or if at any time it appears that 
a telephone conference with counsel would help advance prosecution, please telephone the 
undersigned in Worcester, Massachusetts, (508) 791-8500. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 32,729 
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A ppendix of clean version of title and amended claims and of new claim 31 
Title: Inject-Through Specimen Container 

1 . A specimen container, adapted to enable a user to inject or withdraw materials 
into or out of said container using a material transfer device with minimal risk of spills or leaks, 
comprising, 

a receptacle having an opening; 
a lid comprising a me&ns to seal said opening, said lid having a top surface and a 
bottom surface and a bore therethrough; as|d 

a plug comprising, \ ^ o ^/jnp 



<4 
V 



A ^ - 9 2 n.- 

an upper and lower shoulder at least one of said shoulders is djeformable, 
wherein said plug is seated in said bore of said lid so that said upper shoulder is seated on said 
top surface of said lid and said lower shoulder is seated orrsaid bottom surface of said lid; 

a membrane capable of being penetratedswith a material transfer device 
and which self-reseals to prevent leakage from said receptacle; anc 

a plug cover which covers a top surface of said plug an&/ which is capable of being 
raised and lowered by a user's one hand leaving the user's other hand free^to insert a specimen 
into, or withdraw a specimen from, the specimen container, wherein said plug^nd said plug 
cover are connected to each other by a flexible cord. 

The specimen container of claim 1, wherein said plug cover is hingedly fixed to 

said lid. 

4. The specimen container of claimX, wherein said plug cover further comprises a 



flange which surrounds said upper shoulder of and plu^when in a lowered position. 
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; 5. The specimen container of claim 1 , wherein said plug cover further comprises a 

flange adapted to engage a corresponding flange on said lid when said plug cover is in a lowered 
position so that said plug cover is releaseably fixed in said lowered position to further inhibit any 
material from entering or leaking out of said receptacle. 

6. The specimen of claim 1, wherein said lid has an outer boundary and wherein a 
portion of said plug cover extends beyond said boundary. 

8. The specimen container of claim 1, wherein said plug, plug cover and cord are a 
molded unitary member. 

14. The specimen container of claim 31, wherein said means for altering said outer 
diameter comprises one or more expandable slits in said plug which extend radially outward 
from a center of said material transfer device guide. 
vSvJfl 25. A specimen container, adapted to enable a user to inject or withdraw materials 

into or out of said containeKjising a material transfer device with minimal risk of spills or leaks, 
comprising, 

\^ a receptacle having ai^>pening; 

^ a lid comprising a means tb^eal said opening, said lid having a top surface and a 

bottom surface and a conduit, extending into s&kl receptacle downward from said bottom surface 
of said lid, through which a bore having a diameter^xtends and which comprises a distal lower 
lip; 

a plug having a top surface comprising, 

an upper and lower shoulder, wherein said^ftlug is seated in said bore of 
said lid so that said upper shoulder is seated on said top surface of said^id and said lower 
shoulder is seated on said lower lip of said conduit, 
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lembrane capable of being penetrated by said material transfer device 
and which self-reseals to prevent leakage from said receptacle, 

a material transfer device guide having a perimeter and an outer diameter 
and centered in said conduit, comprising a well which extends downward from said top surface 
of said plug and into said conduit, and which comprises an annular wall which extends into said 
conduit to a floor of said well, wherein s&d floor forms said membrane, and 

a plurality of expandable slits which radiate outward from said perimeter 
of said material transfer device guide and whicn^enable said outer diameter of said guide to 
flexibly expand in order to accommodate material transfer devices having varying outer 
diameters; and 

a plug cover which covers a top surface of saM plug and which is capable of being 
raised and lowered by a user's one hand leaving the user's otheri^and free to insert a specimen 
into, or withdraw a specimen from, the specimen container. 



< ^^\\5q $\ "P> 31. A specimen cWainer, adapted to enable a user to inject or withdraw materials 
into or out of said container using^ material transfer device with minimal risk of spills or leaks, 
comprising, 

a receptacle having an openihg; 

a lid comprising a means to seal ^id opening, said lid having a top surface and a 
bottom surface and a bore therethrough; and 

a plug comprising, 

an upper and lower shoulder, at least ohe of said shoulders is deformable, 
wherein said plug is seated in said bore of said lid so that said upper shoulder is seated on said 
top surface of said lid and said lower shoulder is seated on said bottom surface of said lid; 
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aftrembrane capable of being penetrated with a material transfer device 
and which self-reseals to prev^ leakage from said receptacle; and 

a material transfer d^ice guide for directing said material transfer device into said 
plug and through said self-sealing memb^ne, wherein said material transfer device guide has an 
outer diameter and wherein said plug further cbmprises one or more means for altering said outer 
diameter of said material transfer device guide to enable said guide to adaptably flex in order to 
accommodate material transfer devices having varying out^r diameters. 



{ H:\PA\CORP\l 6850\00007\A0566560.DOC} 



10 



